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Reducing Poverty Incidence in Nigeria: The Interplay of
Educational Attainment and Effective Social Support

'‘Babalola, J. B. & 2I$uku, E. J.
'‘"Department of Educationol Management
University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria

Aastrod
:ocus on poverty redudion os o key objective is one of thé most important
mature of thé New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD) and the
enmum Development Goal-MDGs. Itis the result of concem about poverty
‘ -e country and other regions of thé world. Hence fhis poper examines the
~Nerphy of educational attainment and effective social support in reducing
ze-serty incidence in Nigeria. Secondary doto from thé National Bureau of
stt& c s and other relevant data source were obtained fo answer thé various
-*seorch questions raised in thé study. Using simple descriptive statistics,
rs show thot; despi/e the petrol Dottar income for Nigeria, thé country is
oeing rated os one of thé poorest in thé world os poverty incidence
-c-ease both os percentoge and in absolute term. Poverty in Nigeria
~:-ecsed from about 18 million (28.1%) in 1980 to 67 million (65.6%) in
;>6 and about 80 million (70%) in 2004 (See Muo, 2007:26). This poverty
“odence cuts across all the six geopolitica! zones of thé country with different
x - :rees of intensity. However, effective and efficient education Service delivery
"os 3>rect influence on National productivity, which largely determines living
:~zndards. It olso supports knowledge-driven economie growth strategies and
oc.-erty reduction. The poper therefore conclude by recommending among
r-ers. poverty reduction policies and programmes, which should include
-cssve investment in education, granfing thé poor access to education and
*~zhasis on empowerment through formai training, and social support fhat
-sc.-ces poverty.

— oduction
roocotional attainment is a major instrument for promoting economie growth

z~j 'educing poverty. A high quality and morket-relevant education is
cocchie of offering genuine solution to most economie problems ranging
**om poverty eradication and populotion control (Isuku, 2007; Umo, 2004).

s -nderscores why every society builds up a certain amount of human
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capitai through Investment in formai education, on-the-job training and health
programmo* |bis investment in human capitai hove unquosfionably incrtoiad
thé productivity, versotilities and adaptobility of these society's labour forco
with tho attondont increase in personal income and well being. However, In
spite of thé recognized role of education os a major catalyst for povorty
redudion, thé crises that had befell thé Nigeria socio-economie sedor lineo
the 1990s, hos not improved. For instance, in thé mid 1990s, high rato ol
unemployment for thé country was estimated at about 30 percent,
contributing to high level of poverty which remains thé main challengo to
development effort (Odumosu, 1999). A summary of theé distributional pottorn
of poverty in Nigeria shows that notionol poverty incidence increasod from
34.1 percent in 1991/1992 to 48.5 percent in 1997. During thé periodi
1980 - 2004 thée notionol poverty incidence in Nigeria rose from 28.1
percent minimum to 65.6 percent maximum (1980 and 1992) beforo
declining to 54.4 percent in 2004 (National Bureau of Statistici 2006;
Abdulahi and Ajokun 2001).

Several empirical and theoretical literatures has however establithed
that educational attainment and effedive social support con impaets positivoly
on the economy and subsequently improves thé well being of the citizonry
(Jaiyeoba and Alando, 2007; Babalola, Adedeji and Ewatt, 2007; Umo,
2003; Adamu, 2003; World Bank, 2003; 1997). Conversely, however, a
weak and inefficient educational System could lead to an increase in poverty
level (World Bank 1999). For instance, a badly managed education could
increase the number of what Coombs and Hallak (1987) referred to ai
"educated unemployed" resulting from a mismatch between thé educational
System and thé labour market. Thus, thé level of poverty could deepen ot the
graduate output from such System would be unable to acquire the relevant
and necessary skills needed to improve their produdivity and subsequontly
theirincome level.

In recognition of thé immense contribution of education in thé poverty
redudion process, most developing countries including Nigeria (see NEEDS
Document, 2004) bave begun to dired effort toward thé poor as clearly
identified targets of officiai programmes. For instance, thé targeted instrument
for reducing poverty and proteding thé vulnerable in thé country include
access to credit facilities, affordable housing, child and women health care,
food and nutritional support, unemployment subsidies through vocational and
entrepreneurial skill development (Babalola, 2007: 22-23; NEEDS, 2004
41). However, a more scientific and systematic understanding of poverty
incidence and its persistence is needed to enhance thé provision and
management of an appropriate and efficacious educational System dirocted
toward thé redudion of poverty. This paper therefore, attempts to onalyzo and
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ditcuif how educationol oMainment and effedive social support could reduce
llI» Incidence of poverty in thé country.

Statement of the Problem
lhe problem of poverty in Nigeria is acute. Despite thé increases in Petrol
'follar income from a little above US$200 billiog in the earfy 1970s to above
$.100 billion in 2003 (lyoha, 2008; NEEDS, 2004; Odumosu, 1999) for the
«oimtry, thé proportion of population living in poverty have ironically risen
liom obout 36 percentin 1970 to 70 percent in 2000. Per Capita income in
11S $ dollar for thé country fell by about one third between 1980 ond 2000
mipectively (lyoha, 2008). By thé year 2004, thée level of poverty in the
eountry has reached 54.8 percent. With per capitai income of less thon $300,
Nigeria is ranked os one of thé poorest countries in thé world. There is a
eamuletive increase in poverty level both in absolute humber ancf as a share
%] thé overall population. Due to thé increasing poverty, many people suffer
ther deprivations; such as insufficient food, high illteracy, inadequate
<Imllor, disease, lack of quality employment, malnutrition, exploitation and
miecurity of life and property. While there is a lopsided attention in favour of
-whi»e elephant projeds" that reinforce poverty among a large sedion of
Nlgerians, there is a massive negled and or under-investment in thé sociol
**ctor typified especially by lack of sociol palliatives for thé poor as well as
inadequate provision and management of quality education. This
<ovelopment is unacceptable in this 21 st century of globalization.
To this end, the following questions roised in this paper are analyzed

«nd discussed critically with a view to proffering answers to thé questions.

knsearch Questions
| What is thé poverty profile in Nigeria for thé various years?

2. What is thé level of educational development in thé country in
term of numerical and funding responses?

3. To what extent is educational attainment relevant to poverty
redudion?

4. What are theé expeded social support instrument for reducing

poverty in Nigeria?

I limature Review

Nature and Scope of Poverty in Nigeria

II-* concepi of poverty is multidimensional. Walton (1990) in Odumoiu
11999) perceived poverty as symbolized by inadequate income, malnutrition,
la. i of access to social Service (such as education and health), and lack of
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social and politicai status. The poor are heterogeneous, across and within
countries. But some generalizations can be mode on both thé extent and
nature of poverty (See Odumosu, 1999).

The multidimensional concept of poverty sums up the different viow»
on thé subjed as converging towards "a lack of commond over baile
consumption needs" (Uga, 2003; Dike, 1995), a socio-economie evil and an
undesired condition (Afonjo ond Ogwunike, 1995); a state of material and
non-material deprivation (National Planning Commission (NPC, 1995
Olayemi, 1995). While thé New Webster Didionary of English Language viow
poverty as cannoting two distind meanings: (i) Unproductiveness/deficiency or
inadequate supply (that is lack in the face of need) and (ii) The ideas aspect ol
poverty, which is defined as thé monastic renunciotion of thé right to own
(that is possibly hoving access or doseness to source but rejecting
acquisition). The obove definition is summorized in thé redudion ofthé person
to thé margin below thé so-called "poverty line" which on its own, is defined
as thé marginai income line at which an adequate living standard is (not)
possible (Nnamani, 2005).

In defining poverty as thé inobility to attain a minimum standard of
living, the world development report, 1990 construded two indices, which
were bosed on a minimum level of consumption and standard of living. The
first index was a country-specific poverty line, while thé second was globol,
allowing for a cross-country comparison. The latter index produced a low ond
high poverty line covering an income range of $275 - 370 per person por
year. The results of the higher line show poverty incidence to be worst in sub*
Sahara Africa (Nigeria included) ond South Asio, at about one half thé total
population, compared with about 20 percent in Eost Asia ond Latin Americo
(Odumosu, 1999).

In Nigeria, thé proportion of thé population living in poverty increasod
to about 70 percent in 2000 while it's per capitai income (PCI) reduced by
one third between 1980 and 2000 (lyoho 2008). By thé year 2004, per
capita income for Nigeria was less thon SUS300, thé country being regardod
as one of thé poorest countries in thé world (Abdulahi and Ajokun, 2004).

Tracing thé trend of poverty situotion in Nigeria, earlier study showed
a horrifying pidure of a downward slide in thé economie well being of the
citizenry. While a total of over 84 percent of thé population was living above
poverty line in thé early life of thé country's independent (specificai™ in 1964),
thé poverty level jumped from 28.1 percent in 1980 to 46.3 percent in 1985
and 65.5 percent in 1996 representing 67.1 million of thé population. By the
era of thé notion's democrocy in 1999, thé poverty level in Nigeria stood at
87 percent or 93 million of the estimated 120 million people (Nnamani,
2005).
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In ferms of population below income poverty line, Nigeria was rated
«il 70% or below S1.00 a day, compared to Kenya 23%, Lesolho 36%,
<«lujnn 45% and Botswana 24%. When the figure was raised to $2.00 a day

<" Irm, Nigeria poverty level stood at 91% of its population compared to
»onya 59%, Lesotho 56%, Ghana 79% and Botswana 50% (Akinyemi, 2004).

Tauses and Consequences of Poverty

IIm World Bank study like most studies noted that unemployment is a strong
mdir.ator of poverty. Por instance, it was discovered that where the head of the
hmnehold was working, poverty fell substantially from 52.5 to 35.1 percent
Inr the self-employed, and from 46 percent to 28.4 percent for wage eamer
(World Bank, 1997).

In an earlier study, thé World Bank, African Regional Poverty Task
| -ute (1988) conduded that thé basic causes of poverty are lack of access to
.nrviccs and opportunities and inadequate endowment. Specificai®, thé Bank
«*tnd that inodeauate access to employment opportunities os a result of
J'” (irophic isolotion of thé p oorjow soving roles~ low domestic invesimecT
i»mj a pattern of growth that does not generale lorge_enough increoses in
n>nployment opportunities ore major determinonts of natlonorond~Tndiv>Huol
i=«worty. Others include, inadequate physical assets, low endowment of
eedman capitai as a result of inadequate access to education, health,
'emitation and domestic water Services which stems from inequitable social
nivii r delivery, inadequate access to assistance for those living at thé margin
<l woll as ill-conceived govemmen» policies which usually have negative
impact on social development (World Bank, 1988, 1995; Onimode, 1995;
tttin. 2003). Moreover, other causes of poverty include thé problem in thé
lin i<lur:itive sector, widening income inequality, weak govemance coupled with
<*thor onvironmental problems.

The  persistence of widespread poverty has serious economie and
eeeini consequences. The depth of poverty is pronounced in Sub-Sahara
Aliira with about five East African country and Nigeria having above 50%.
Ilmev Snb-Sahara Africa have thé greatest number of people living in poverty
tli*m anywhere else in thé world (World Bank, 1997). In Nigeria thé number
4 inopie living on less than 2$ a day reached 90% in 2004 Akinyemi,
/t1104) The risk of social upheavals is high and growing inequality.

| luention and Social Empowerment for Poverty Redudion

m -uni theoretical and empirica! studies have emphosized and establishod
th" importance of education and social support Services for economie growth
= | poverty reduction (Babalola, Adedeji and Ewatt, 2007; Umo, 2003,
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Adomu, 2003; World Bank, 2003; 2002; Schultz, 1999 and World Bank,
1997; 1995).

In support of education and poverty nexus, Yesufu, 2000 in Adamu
(2003) reinstate that education and training are generally indicated ai the
most importanl| direct means ol upgradmg thé human intellect and skill» lot
produttive employment and hence high level of income. The World Boni»
(Adamu, 2004) reaffirmed that thé success story of East Asia countries (Asia
Tigers) was due largely to successful development of their educotionul
Systems. The belief is that; rapid development of thé East Asian countn»»
showed that development was possible, and that successful development
could be accompanied with a reduction in poverty, widespread improvomonti
in living standards, and even a process of democratizotion. Mony_,of the
policies which formed thé main focus of these govemments were simply areai
that included heavy emphosis on education and technology os a tool for
closing theé knowledge gap between them and thé more odvanced countrm»
(Stiglitz, 1998) Th.s is based on thé belief that poor and rich countries differ
due to their level of knowledge and not only because of differences in their
capitai accumulation (World Bank, 1999).

Moreover, one of education most powerful effed is on the
improvement of wages among its recipients. For instance, studies of labour
marketjn Ghana. Kenvo. Pakistan” South Africa and rnniQni5_ihowfid that
pad of thé association between hiaherwaaes and bosic schooling was directly
otthbutea to knowledge leamed in schools (World Bank, 1999). Higher
wages in this case implies an improve” standard of living for the recipient ol
such schooling (other things bemg equal). Similarly, thé study also show thot
formai education foster innovation; for example, it wos found that tarmar»
with basic education are more productive and more likely to obtain proli!
from new technology than those without such education (World Bank, 1999,
Mansfield, 1992).

Concerned with thé awakening of the human potentini in educotion
accordmg to the World Bank 2000 in Ojo (2007), affirms that (in all its formi
and all its levels) education is expected to enrich thé individuai through:

(1) Enculturation; progressively equipping thé individuai with socio-
cultural skills that should enoble one to fit neatly into one's immediate
society.

(2) Acculturations; progressive exposure to outside influence from which
one con intelligently borrow to expand thé horizon provided by one'i
immediate society.

(3) Intellectuol skills acquisition; for theé pursuit of self-devolopment
through thé acquisition of knowledge in a voriety of forms and by a
voriety of means.
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(=) Aflodive traits development; progressively improving on tho capacity
lo imbibe attitudes, volues and other behaviour traits that facilitate*
one's relationship with fellow human bemg as well as one's copocity
for continuous self-employment.

(5) Manipulotive and psycho-motor skill development; progressively
awakening thé physicol prowess of thé individuai, ond progressively
working toword a peried coordination of thé adivities of thé body
with those of thé mind.

(6) Inculcating a life-long learning skills (oli called learning-to-leam
skills), a constellation of adivities, hobits, mind-set, etc. that
predisposes one to develop thé spirit of erquiry and a perpetuai thirst
for knowledge (Ojo, 2007:33-34).

lhu», education is seen as a "leveler* of opportunities, a major fador in
wupational mobilify, and an important weapon in thé eradication of
etjuorance and poverty (Ojo and Lawanson, 2003:345).

Similorly, thé availobility of social support programmes is capable of
e«Jucing poverty to thé barest minimum .in thé prodicing countries. For
~emampie, in Columbia, there is available social assistance and scholarship for
thé poor; pension ond cash assistance in Chile; family poverty benefit in
dimenio; minimum income guarantee in Romanico, temporary assistance for
tl».- needy families and food stamp in thé USA; housing, utility Service ond
«ltild allowance in Russia. Accordmg to thé World Bank, these incentives hove
-sulted in improved financial empowerment for thé recipients in thé different

eimtries to obout 40 - 60 percent (World Bank, 2006: 144). The odded
benefit of social support as poverty redudion strotegy cannot be over-
Minphosized.

Molhodology

I'opulation and Sample

Ibis study is a national survey which population comprises all thé poor
Hiijjonans who are eligible to fundamental means of livelihood and social
luinefits but who are unable to have access due to deprivation. The sample
.« purposefully chosen to examine thé poverty incidence in Nigeria within a
limo (rame.

Iluta Source

lho jource of information for this study wos mainly secondary data. Tho data
wwo obtoined from thé National Bureau of Statistics (NBS); Statistica! faci
%<*cts on economie and social development, core Welfare Indicator
«Jnt* -.iionnaire Survey (WIQS) as well as the National Economie Roviow of tho
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Notionol Planning Commission. These and other secondary information from
relevant govemment agencies were utilized for the study.

Data Analysis
The working reseorch questions raised in thé study were anolyzed in line with
the data collected using thé s fmple descriptive stotistics.

Results and Discussion

Table 1 presents thé poverty profile incidence in Nigeria at thé national level
in some selected years. This is in response to research question | raised in the
study.

Question 1: What is thé poverty profile in Nigeria for the various yean?

Table la: Poverty Incidence Profile in Nigeria (Selected Years 1980 - 2004)

Year Poverty Incidence Estimated Population Population in Poverty
(%) (m) M

1980 28.1 65 18.26

1985 46.3 75 34.73

1992 42.7 91 39.07

1996 65.6 1o~ 67.11

2004 70.4 126 68.70

Source: National Economie Review (National Planning Commission), 2006

Table lo show thé poverty profile in Nigeria. The poverty situation revealed a
steady rise in the poverty level for thé country during the period in question
Data showed that os a* 1980 thé poverty level wos 28.1% (representing
18.26 million out of thé estimated 65 million Nigerians). Although the
percentage population of poverty feti to 42.7% in 1992, thé absolute numbor
of thé poor adually increased with thé increasing population. Similar situation
is observed during theé 2004 period where thé percentage living in poverty
stood at 54.4% and an absolute number of 68.70 million out of the 126
million population.
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Table 1b: Distribution of Poverty Incidence in Nigeria by Geographical Zones
(1980-2004)

Zones 1980 1985 1992 1996 2004
South South 13.2 45.7 40.8 58.2 35.1
South East 12.9 30.4 41.0 53.5 26.7
South West 13.4 38.6 43.1 60.9 43.0
North Central 32.2 50.8 46.0 64.7 67.0
North East 35.6 54.9 34.0 70.1 72.2
North West 37.7 52.1 36.5 77.2 71.2

Source: National Economie Review (National Planning Commissioni 2006
Table Ib shows thé geographical distribution of poverty according to zonal
location. It is observed that thé South East had thé lowest poverty incidence of
12.9% in 1980 and 26.7% in 2004 when compared with Northwest and
Northeast with thé highest rates of poverty in thé country. In thé Northeast, the
poverty rote wos 35.6% in 1980. This figure then increased to 72.2% in year
2004. While it increased from 37.7percentto 71.2% in thé Northwest during
thé some period. While thé poverty incidence reduced between 1996 and
2004 in other regions, it increased in the North Central and North East.

lable le: Poverty Profile by Educational Level in Nigeria in Seleded
Years

Educational Level 1980 1985 1992 1996 2004
No Education 30.2 51.3 46.4 73.6 68.7
Primary Education 21.3 40.6 43.3 54.4 48.7
Socondary Education 7.6 27.2 30.3 52.0 44.3
Post Secondary Education 24.3 24*3 25.8 49.2 26.3
lotal 27.2 46.3 42.7 65.6 54.4

Source: National Economie Review (National Planning Commission 2006)

Inble le national estimotes show that thé rate of poverty was highest a» all
pnriods among thé non-schooling group. While the poverty level wos 72.6 in
1996 among thé no-education group, it was 54.4% and 52.0% among the
piimary and secondary education group respedively. The lowest rate of
poverty profile on thé average was those with post secondary education
iltoup. This poverty unfolds thé superiority of higher education in term of it
= »rify redudion potential.
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Question 2: Who» is the level of educational development in Nigerio
during thé penod under consideration?

Table 2a: Number of Educational Institutions (2000 - 2005)
Typn of Iratitutions 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Untvanitim 45 46 52 53 55 75
Polytnchnk» 46 46 46 46 46 46
Collogni of Education 64 64 66 66 66 66
Secondary School 6.292 6.292 6,963 10.570 10,913 10.830
Primory School 49.326 49.309 51.870 59.131 60.189 60,226
Table 2b: Students Enrolment

Typnof 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Inifituttons
Unitfrvwtivb 327.980 325,707 626.101 727.765 670,395 779.253
Polytochnici 197.542 217.296 239.025 262,972 289.269 318,195
Coll Of 185.557 222,733 361.757 463.046 518.170 552.417
Education

Secondary 4,104.345 4.601.102 4.897.048 6,509,772 6,279,562 6.225,522
School

Pnmory 19.158.439  19,385.177 19.342.659 25,765,969 21,575.178 22,099,551
School

Source: (1) National Planning Commission (National Economie Review 2006)
(2)Stotistics of Education in Nigeria 1999-2005. (Federai Ministry of Education
Abu\o, 2007)

Tobles 2a and 2b represent thé level of educational attainment in Nigeria
cutting across all levels of education. Between thé years 2000 to 2005 the
total number of umversities in thé country increased from 45 to 75
representing ‘an increase of 59.2%. Similarly, thé total number of secondary
schools increased from 6,292 to 10,830 during thé some period. The
number of students enrolled in thé universities during thé some period alio
rose from 327,980 to 779,252 equoting to 42.1% increase while itis 65.9%
increase at the secondary level.
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fobie 2c: Education Funding Responses (Nm) (2000 - 2005)
vear (b) © C) )
Cop exp Ree exp on Total exp. on Total Educ. exp
on educ. educ. educ. Govt.exp. as ratio of
(at+b) (Cap & Ree) total Govt.
%)
?000 10,520.0 39,034.0 49,554 00 701,059 40 7,06
2001 19,860.0 39,844,6 59,744.60 1061297.60 5.63
2002 9,215.0 100,240.2 109,240.20 1188734.60 9.20
2003 14,680.2 64,755.9 79,436.10 1225956.70 6.48
2004 9,053.1 76,527.7 85,580.80 1306001.20 6.55
2005 31,940.8 82,797.1 114,737.90 1639150.10 7.00

Source: NBS: The Nigerian Statistico! Fact Sheet on Economie and Social
Pnvelopment 2006

lable 2c shows thé level of educational development in terms of government
lunding response (expenditure) on education. The pattern of funding hos not
heen steady at both expenditure levels. For initance, while the recurrent
nxpenditure was 100,240.2 million naira in 2002, it fell to 64,755.9 million
m 7003 then increosed to 76,527.7 million in 2004.

Question 3: To what extent is educational ottainmen» relevant to poverty
ledudion?

Ilg. 1: % Reduction in poverty headcount ratio attributed to increase in
education spending by 1% GDP in 5, 10 and 15 years

GDP Ornwih
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Source: Boldacci et ai, (2005) what does it toke to help thé poor. Pinone®
and Development in Muo (2007) Poverty: The challenges, thé imperativo»,
Zenith Economie QuarteHy, Voi. 2 (12) Page. 26.

The graph as presented by Baldacci etai, in Muo (2007) showed thcit
an increase in educational spending of 1% of GDP leads cumulatively to |1 7%
reduction in initial poverty headcount within 15 years. The research supporti
previous findings (limo, 2003; World Bank, 2002). It implies that investment
in education has great potential for economie growth and hence poverty
reduction.

Question 4: What are thé expected social support instruments for reducing
poverty in Nigeria?

Table 4: This table shows thé expected intervention instruments capable of
reducing poverty incidence in Nigeria

Target Group Instrument of Social Support
1. Urban Provision of labour intensive public work schemes, affordoblo
Poor and subsidized housing, occess to clean water, affordabln

health care, effective sanitotion System, skill acquisition and
vocational/entrepreneurial development, easy access to
credit focilities, effective and cheap tronsport System, quality
adult education, unemployment benefit and improvod
pension payment for retirees.

2. Rural Access to credit focilities, involvement in decision making,
Poor provision of subsidized agricultural focilities and input, froo

medicai focilities, free educotion to secondary level ond
bursary award to tertiary education students, improvod
pension programme for retirees, clean and portoble water,
social tronsferred payment to old rural residence.

3. Youth Access to quality education, entrepreneuriolVvocation skill
development, access to credit focilities at no cost,
information and knowledge about HIV/AIDS control, award
of scholarship.

4. Children Children parlioment and child allowances, basic education,
and care for thé orphans, free and compulsory vaccination
Women ogainst all forms of diseoses, increase female participation in

all social, politicai ond economie octivities.

Source: Adapted from World Bank 2006. Reducing poverty through growth
ond social policy reforms in Russion and NEEDS 2004
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Discussion

This study examined thé role of education and effective social supporl in the
poverty reduction effort. Secondary data presented has shown thé widesprcad
meidence of poverty in Nigeria.

Although Nigeria is rich in both naturai and humon resources, 7% out
of every 10 Nigerians stili live on less than $1 a day. The overall poverty
trends in thé country reveal an unfavourable situation. This is in spite of the
increases in oil income for thé country. While about 27 percent of Nigerians
ltvod in poverty in 1980, the poverty level grew to about 70% in 1999. By
2004, thé total number of thé poor in Nigeria has reached 68.80 million.
According to thé NEEDS document, (2004: xiii), this figure had risen since
Inen. The various data on poverty incidence reveal that poverty level
mereased relotive to thé population growth and on thé average percent. The
study shows that Nigeria is fully identified as sitting uncomfortably in the
howels of poverty and so earned thé 154th of thé 172 countries in thé world
marginai index (See Nnamani, 2005). This situation is unacceptable in this
no of globolization.

However, investment in education and effective social provision for
thé poor capable of providing genuine solution to thé problems of poverty.
Investments in humon capitai (education and health) are capable of
uccolerating growth and development ond hence reduce poverty.
I Infortunately, however, thé pattern of funding education in Nigeria has not
buon steady both in terms of capitai and recurrent expenditure (See Table 3).
While thé number of higher institutions and students' enrolment continue to
I on thé increase, the funding pattern (expenditure for education) has been
uncible to match thé growing expansion.

( onclusion
Knducing thé incidence of poverty through effedive education and other
«=h mi Service delivery is importont for sustoinable nationol development. The
rnasing level of poverty in Nigeria over thé years is therefore of paramount
encom to all and sundry and is unacceptable. In spite of thé nation's
«itnrmous human and material resources, as well as its revenue income from
<4 procceds, the country stili wollows in poverty os shown from thé various
litmotnre and statistica available. However, it is olso grotifying to know thot the
P"vmty incidence can be reduced through effedive social support and
-me--siment in education. Despite thé fod that billions of people in the world
-« xtill live in poverty, it is contested that thé difference in thé poverty levol
I.ntwfon thé rich ond poor countries is not solely due to the less capitai
t xvssd by these poor countries, but olso due fo their difference* in their
<'w4 of knowledge ond inadequate income distribution (World Bank 1999)
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Although educational programme such os the UBE which providea the
mandotory 9 years basic education is o necessary condition for poverty
reduction, it is not sufficient. This is because many people are stili edgod out
of qualitative and basic skills necessary for effedive poverty alleviotion.

Reeommendation
This paper recommends that poverty os a complex, multidimensional and
hydra-headed phenomena should be tackled in the following ways:

(€]

@

(©)

()

®)

Adequate and appropriate investment in education. In today's lifo-
long leaming, wealth creation, poverty reduction and job creation and
poverty reduction has become a function of knowledge. Hence,
govemment should endeavour to invest in education since educotion
is a leveler.

In a similar vein, investment in education should include policies and
programmes that will help in curriculum enrichment; subsidizing the
poor and investment in training and research programmes.
Govemment should place education emphosis on thé acquisition of
total education which should include mass literacy and ICT, which
empowers and widens opportunities for thé poor and hence facilitato
intervention between thé govemment and thé governed.

Adequate social support for thé less privilieged and thé vulnerable in
thé society should be token very seriously. For instance, govemment
should endeavour to provide affordable health core, housing,
subsidized education, food subsidy for thé poor. Govemment should
also mobilize resources to provide easy access to credit facilitici,
payment of pension and children allowance in fovour of thé poor (seo
table 4). When thé poor are empowered through effective education,
and social support, both thé individuai and thé society at largo reap
its unlimited benefits. The poor need social support to attain the
required level of education that matters for poverty reduction.

There is need for govemment to take more seriously the issue of
funding of higher institutions of leaming. Adequate funding will ensuro
the ovailability of focilities for innovation and productivity and hence
economie growth and wellbeing.
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