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CHAPTER9

Assessment of Media Coverage of Human
Rights Abuses in Internally Displaced
Peoples’ Camps

Olusola 0. Isola and Toba Yusuf

Introduction

The existence and management of internally displaced people (IDP).in
camps is a global phenomenon. People are diSplaced within their countries
for various reasons across the world, Some of the reasons adduced for such
displacements include outbreak_of violent conflicts, natural and human
made disasters, political repressions and famine. When Feople flee from
their communities to cross their countries” boundaries into another coun-
try, they become refugees and they ultimately become the responsibility of
thie intérnational community. In Africa, the ma{onty of IDPs and refugees
are victims of armed conflicts and many are settled temporarllY, in IDP or
refuqee camps which are scattered across the continent. Sometimes, these
Beope are subjected to human rights abuses, exploitation and_neglect

ecause of their situations. Even tho_ugh the inevitability of conflict in all
facets ofhuman existence is an undeniable fact, certain infernal and external
factors make some states more vulnerable to conflict than others. The vul-
nerability' of African countries to incessant internal dispute and inadequate
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tools to manage such challenges has made the continent home to millions
of refugees, which has over time heen a matjor impediment to the human
s\t/avtelﬁ)%rgleg)t and socio-economic growth ofthe continent (Human Rights

atc .

Internal crises within African states, especially after the abatement of
the Cold War, have accounted for most of the internal displacements of
people and refugee problems across international houndaries; this has
compounded poverty and the under-development situation on the conti-
nent. Such crises oftén prove very difficult to resolve, linger for a long time
and sometimes transcend sub-egional or regmneﬂ boundaries, |eaving
millions dead, d|5ﬁlaced and torn“away from their families. In such states
of displacement, the IDPs often lose thieir basic fundamental rights such as
the right to shelter; right to sustainable livelihood; and right to'good food,
healtf care, education, clean water, pohtmal_n%hts, etc., all of which are
enshrined In various_ international human rights covenants. Apart from
losing these rights, displaced victims are conionted with a wide _rangie of
physical and psychological trauma and abuses as a result of losing Their
communities, homes and other lifetime investments. Having experienced
family and social breakdown, the 1DPs are vulnerable to eConomic, cul
tural” and sexual exploitation, which increase the trauma that the;
experience.

pEven though international humanitarian law requires that the rights of
the IDPs must be protected by national gSovernments (African Union
Convention 2009), In crises situations such “State governments often lack
the ability to guarantee and protect such rights or may not have the foolm-
cal will and reSources to do so. In many cases, the only options left for the
IDPs to sensitize the public about theif rights’ abuses are the international
voluntary organizations, at the vanguard of human rights, national and
international media, individual activists, and sometimes international orga-
nizations that use the Platform ofthe United Nations to sensitize the world
about such abuses in the IDP and refugee camps (Schoenholtz 2015). .

The mass media collect, ?rocess and disseminate information to a wide
spectrum of society. Apart from these roles, the media should also be at
the vanguard ofFrotectJng the rights of citizens |rresi)ect|ve of their cur-
rent situation in the social environment (Isola 2015). Tn emer enc_}/_ situa-
tions, it is the responsibility of the media to monitor how autnorities are
Protectmg individual and Collective rights of IDPs and groups that have
ound themselves in dangerous situations outside their normal dwelling
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envirgnments. The objective of this chapter is to discuss how the media in
Nigeria are covering and reporting human rights issues and abuses that are
prévalent in the IDP camps in Nigeria and the impact of such coverage on
mitigating the suffering of the reSidents of the camps.

The Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria

Nigeria has witnessed several internal crises caused by armed conflicts,
which have led to massive m_|Tgrat|on and internal displacements of people
since 1999. Such crises manifested in forms of ethnic, religious and com-
munal conflict across the country, leading to the creation of temporary
IDP camps in various areas. Howéver, nong has matched the Boko Haram
insurgency violence, which reached its peak in 2014, when the North East
region of the countr;{ was overrun by the insurgents, leading to massive
diSplacement of_[)eo_[) e from their communities ?Ronml 2016).

e |_nn|n? with its Islamic proselytizing acts in 2009, which gradually
turned into fundamentalism and violent activities, the Boko Haram Sect grew
very powerful and became a major threat to the N|ger|an State and its néigh-
bours in the West African sub-r_e?mn (see Abubakar Mu’azu 2015). Mare
than 20,000 people have been killed, while countless women, girls and chil-
dren have been abducted and recruited as suicide bombers an f|ghters. Up
to 2.1 million peogle have been displaced from their homes in the heat of the
conflict, About 1.8 million of these people are currently internally dlspl,aced
while about 200,000 of them are displaced in the ne|8 bouring Countries of
Cameroon, Chad and Niger (Human R|§ihtsWatch2 16). _

The activities ofthe Boko Haram sect have heen characterized by inces-
sant Killings through bombing of public places, institutions and 8overn-
ment offices. Abduction, sexual slavery, forced recruitment and other
méyor violations of human rights affecting thousands of women, children
and their families have been reported in communities that have been cap-
tured by the group which they had declared as their Islamic Republic. A
disturbing aftermath of this is the huge number of people displaced and
separated from their families in communities that haa been forcefully sub-
jéected to Islamic law (Obaji and Abolo 2016). The displaced Feople have

een settled temRorarlly in camps established by government in secured
localities in North East nggena such as Maiduguiri; Kalabage, Rahn, Yola,
Abuja, the Federal capital and other camps established by non-
governmental organizations and religious bodies.
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According to an assessment conducted from November to December
2015 by the International Organization for Migrations’ Displacement
Trackm% Matrix team in 207 Local Government Areas covering 13 States
of Northern Nigeria, 12.6% of the IDPs were internally displaced due to
communal clashes, 2.4% as a result of natural disasters and 85% as a result
of insurgency attacks by the Boko Haram sect. In effect, the assessment
estimates that there were almost 2,152,000 IDPs in various camps in
Nigeria as of 31 December 2015. _ _

"he displacement crisis in Nigeria is Fecuharwhen compared with oth
ers in the world, according to UN data, About 40% more people have
been displaced In Borno State (1.4 million) than. those who reached
Europe by boat in 2015, which is about 2 million (Kingsley 2016). Across
the.region, the war against Boko Haram has, forced more people from
their homes—2.6 million—than there are Syrians in Turkey, the country
that hosts more refu%ees than any other. The IDP situation in Nigeria
becomes heart wrenc m? when thee reports of scarcity of basic resources,
diversion ofreliefmaterials and sexual violence are fully analysed. To effec
tively address these issues, it is important to establish the parameters with
which an IDP can be identified and the terms under which he is granted
protection under international, national and regional laws.

IDPS’ Rights Under International Law

Whereas a “refugee” has an authoritative definition and clearly defined
status under the"1951 Refugee Convention, there is no universal legal
definition of internally displaced persons. However, the United Nations
G,mdm&Prmcnples on’Internal Displacement offer a descriptive identifica-
tion ofthe category ofpersons that can be identified as displaced: “persons
or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee, or to leave,
their homes or places of habitual residence, in parficular as a result of, or
in order, to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized
violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made disasters,
and who have not crossed an mternatmnally recognized state_border”.
Thus, involuntary departure and the fact that the individual remains within
his or her country are the two defining elements of an IDP.

The Guiding Principles on Interndl Displacement bring togiether an
overview of the rights of IDPs and the responsibilities of national authori-
ties and non-state actors towards them. Although they are not a bmdmgi
document like a treaty, the Guiding Principlesare based on and reflec
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existing standards of international law. They cover all facets of protection
from displacement; protection during displacement; principles of humani-
tarian assistance, and issues relating to return, resettlement and re-
integration of displaced people. The Gmdlng_ Principles indicate that
national authorities have the primary responsibility to protect and assist
IDPs within their jurisdiction. They also articulate'that IDPs are entitled
to enjoy in full equality the same rights and freedoms as other persons in
their country and shall not be discriminated against.

According to the_Gmdln% Principles, when state authorities are unble
or unwﬂlmgnto provide assistance to the displaced, international organiza-
tions have the H%}ht to, offer their services and to enjoy rapid and” unim-
Peded access to the displaced. The prmuFIe_s also identify the fact that
DPs should have access to a durable solution to displacement, which
would include the rights to_ return to their place of qngim, to integrate
locally at the displacement site or to resettle elsewhere inthe country vol-
untarily, safely and with dignity; and the right to participate i, the plan-
ning_ associated with their Teturn or seftleent and re-integration. They
also include the right of return of lost ?roperty or, where not possible, t0
obtain compensation and etiual aceess to public services,

International human I‘I?hs law, humanitarian law and criminal law also
offer a comprehensive legal framework for the Protectlon of IDPs, mcIudmg
during armed strug]gle. nder these laws, a state has the duty to protect an
respect the rights 6FIDPs and provide necessary conditions for the fulfilment
and exercise 0f those rights. A state must enstire access to resources such as
food, water, basic shelter, medical services and sanitation (Celik 2005).

[n Africa, the African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance
of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (otherwise known as The Kampala
Convention) affirms the range of civil, political, economic, social and cul-
tural rights, mcludmt]] the right of every individual. Individuals, including
|DPs, can make complaints about rights violations to the African Commission
for consideration by the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights. The
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights guarantees the right to
adequate housing, including prohibition of forced éviction.

The Conditions of IDP Camps in Nigeria

The international and regional legal instruments of protection for the
IDPs have not shiglded diSplaced persons from the ordeals and_aqomes of
living in make shift camps without access to food, water, sanitation and
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hygiene in Nigeria, hence making life in the 1DP camps, unbearable. An
Ri)_pall_mg and Rerha?s the most disturbing angle to the issue of IDPs in

IgeriaSNorth Eas re%mn Is the humanitarian scourge these people have
experienced. Schools, churches, mosques, town halls, and abandoned and
uncompleted buﬂdeS and aovernment facilities are often utilized as tem-
porary shelters for [DPs. Responsible government bodies such as the
National Emergence ManagementAgencY (NEMA) set u#_ten,ts and bunk
houses as temporary accommodation for the IDPs and suffice it to say that
such structures are often inadequate. _
Shelters set up for IDPs in Nigeria by 9overnment are usually make-shift
camps that lack urab|l|t?< and oftén canriof stand the test oftime and weather
News24.com 2016). These shelters are characterized b}/ overcrowdm? and
ack of access to water and sanitation facilities, proper waste management, and
electr|C|t¥. Inadequate health facilities in the camps have triggered the out-
break of disease and there are often reports of increase in‘the number of
cholera cases and other epidemic diseases among IDPs in the camps.
According to the United Nation Council on Humanitarian Affairs, in the
three most affected North East States of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, almost
7 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, of which more than
50% are children. The United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund had
declared that children are dying daily in Nigeria’s IDP camps due to acute
malnutrition. In a related development, a report by Doctors Without Bordlers
(Medecins Sans Frontieres) revealed that six malnodrished children die daily in
the IDP cam[J_ in Bama, Bomo State. Approximately 188 died of diarrhoea
and malnutrition in June 2016 alone, while 1200 &;raves were counted, of
which over 500 were those of children (Ehikioya 2016).

Apart from the humanitarian crisis faced by the IDPs, there have been
reports.of diversion of relief materials by govérnment officials and alleged
subjection of residents of IDP camps, especially women and children; to
rape, torture and other forms ofhuman rights abuse (US State Department
Countrz Report on Human Rights Abuses). This raises a lot of questions
about the complicity of goveriment agencies and security instjtutions in
the abuses. The media are also complicit for not doing enough, to bring
such abuses to public knowledge in order to stamp ot impunity in the
IDP camps. In July 2016, Human Rl?hts Watch' (HRW) doctimented
sexual abuse, including rape and sexual” exploitation, of 43 women and
girls living in 7 IDP camps in Maldugurl, the Borno State capital. The
victims were displaced from several Borno towns and villages such as
Abadam, Bama, Baga, Damasak, Dikwa, Gamboru Ngala, Gwoza, Kukawa
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and Walassa. In_some cases, the victims had, arrived in the Maiduguri
camps where their movement was severely restricted after spendmgl months
in military screening camps. Accordm? 0_the HRW Report (2016), four
victims were drugged and raped, while 37 reed |
through false marriage promises, and material and financial assistance by
secun(t]y staff and government workers assigned to work in the camps.
Many of those forced into sex said they were abandoned if they became
{J_regnant. They were thereafter subjected to various forms of discrimina-
jon, abuse and stigmatization from other camp residents. Eight of the
victimssaid they were previously abducted by Boko Haram fighters and
forced into. marriage before the¥ escaPed to Maiduguri. _
In addition, an ‘assessment of the [DPs’ situation in the North East in
July 2016 by NOI Polls, a_N|Fer|an research organization, reported cases
ofcamp officials abusing displaced women and Qirls. The report was veri-
fied by 66% of the 400 displaced people in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe
States. The fear of retaliation and feeling of powerlessness prevented most
ofthe women and gfjrls abused by members of the security forces and vigi-
lante groups—civilian self-defence groups working with government
forces in their fight against Boko Haram—from reporting or Speaking up
against the officials. \ . _ ,
Irreqular supply offood, clothing, medicine and other essential needs is
another major problem being experienced by the IDPs. The lack of or
Inadequate supply of these essentials along with restricted movement in
the IDP camps in Maiduguri make the viCtims (manr of them widowed
women and unaccompanied orphaned girls) more vulnerable to rape and
sexual exploitation by camp officials, Soldiers, policemen, members of
civilian vigilante groups and other Maiduguri residents. This is evident in
the fact that in Some cases, men used their positions of authority and
access to desperately needed food or other items to rape women, =~
Restricted movement in the camps, which is a clear violation of Principle
14.2 of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement,
which ﬁrowdes that IDP have “the right to move freely in and out of camps
and otner settlements”, is further evidence of humari rights abuse against
the [DPs. Apart from the clear evidence of human rightS violation against
the |DPs, lite in the camp is characterized by insecurity and constanit fear
of shooting, suicide bombmq and random’ attacks from Boko Haram.
There are often reports of inffltrations into the camps and ghysmal attacks
on the IDPs. In February 2016, the NEMA reported that 58 people were
killed and 78 others injuired after suicide bombers detonated explosives at

e 37 were coerced into having sex
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the IDP camp in Dikwa, Borno State éThe Punch2016). Also, in September
2015, it was reported that suspected Boko Haram terrorists detonated a
bomb at Maikori camp. located in Yola. According to NEMA, the attack
killed 7 and left 20 mg)ured. In addition, in October 2016, it was also
reported that a suicide bomber was shot dead while sneaking into an IDP
camp in Borno State, apparently to wreak havoc in the camp.

Apart from attacks by Boko Haram, the IDPs have been victims ofan
accidental air raid by the Nigeria Air Force (Erunke 2017). In January
2017, \_/angiuard reported that the Nigerian Air Force apologized over
the accidental air raid on the IDP camp in Borno State, The accidental
air strike occurred when a N|?er|an Air Force fighter jet invaded Rann in
Kala Balge area of Borno State and man?/ innocent lives were lost. It was
later stafed that the air raid was a result of wrong intelligence and the
military using outdated maps in prosecuting attacks on the Boko Haram.
Since the accident, ng information has emerPed about compensation for
the victims of the air strike, while normal life has continued in the
affected camp.

Nigerian Media and Reporting H uman Rights Abuses
in IDP Camps

The media are often described as a mirror for society. They Serve as a
two-way channel of communication between the government and the
governéd. In essence, the role of the media is to reflect back to the soci-
ety what they see, especially those things that are not in the interests ol
the society so that appropriate action can be taken to address or prevent
such, things, As a brldgze between the government and the public, the
media provide relevant and necessary ‘information about the state ol
affairs in government and in the public domain and monitor the ruling
clags in the interests of the society. This role falls within the social respon-
sibility functions, which is one”of the normative theories of the press
Baran and Dennis 2003, p. 316; Burton 2005). Because the media exist
or the welfare of the society, it Is their duty to ensure the wellbeing of
the members of the _soue}y including the protection of their freedom
and liberties irrespective 0 the position or class ofindividual members of
ﬁ]_etso_tt:wt . These functions must be exercised hoth in peaceful and con-
ict situations.
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In conflict and non-conflict situations, journalists have a moral and ethi-
cal obligation to provide the public with unprejudiced insight into all issues
affecting the vulnerable People. These include issues pertaining to human
nH]hts ot all segments of the society including those of the diSplaced and
other victims 0f armed conflicts. In essence, the media are expected to
serve as “watchdogs” to create awareness about threats to freedom, secu-
rity and_sustainabl€ livelihoods of the people irrespective of their positions.
Theoretically, this role could be best served within the a?enda-settmg
framework ‘0f media oPeranon, in which the audience attaches more
importance to issues that are given prominence in the content ofthe media
(Coleman et al. 2009). Even'when there are other equally important con-
tending issues, the niedia audience tends to, believe at dny point in time
that those issues positioned high in the media content deserve immediate
attention from government, while others are regarded as less contentious
to deserve such attention (McCombs and Shaw 1978; Burns 2002).

Unfortunately, the ngenan media often does not_bring matters of
human rights abuses of the IDPs high enough on their news agenda to
sufficiently capture local and international atténtion to enhance the rem
diation of the situation (Nwankwo 2011). The mass media in Nigeria,
especially the traditional outlets (television, radio and newspapers),_have
often been criticized for failing to adequately carry out these roles. These
criticisms become [|)ust|f|ed Wwhen one considers the:high rate of occurrence
ofhuman rights abuses which are reported on social media but which the
traditional media ignore In their reporting. . _

Even thou?h the traditional media in Nigeria witnessed a paradigm
shift from stafe-owned and censored media to a multiple-ownership and
plural media, this trend has not made a sufficient impact in exposing
official corruption and human rights infringements in'the IDP camps.
Privately owned media have been more at the forefront of bringing to
public Knowledge the violent acts perpetrated by the Boko Haram Sect
and the various infringements on the rights of the victims, especially
women, children and other yulnerable groups ﬁChambers 2000). Even
thoudgh some of the reports in the media are characterized by conflict-
Ing details of casualty tigures of victims of violence in IDP camps, and
the exact identities of pérpetrators, they have helped in creating aware-
ness about how great a threat the Boko Haram conflict has constituted
tot thte_ N|ger|tan tate and the likely consequences of not addressing the
situation on time.

g reme-
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It is important to note that the increasing use of the Internet, mobile
phones and social networking platforms like Twitter and Facebook has
ogened up new, frontiers and more ways to receive informaion and alerts
about human rights abuses globally. This also apPhes_ to Nigeria, and the
social media channels have in fact replaced the traditional media in dis-
seminating timely news about human rights abuses in the IDP camps. In
addition, new technology on social networking platforms is creatm_?, new
\_Nz%ys of reporting and “analysing informationoutside of the traditional
information gathering and procéssing format, making news events more
accessible and more understandable to citizens who prefer to receive infor-
mation in real time. International media networks, like the BBC and
CNN, have utilized the citizen I]ournaljsm_ platforms tq expand their news
dissemination networks and help in bringing information about the Boko
Haram conflict and other armed conflictS within Nigeria to the conscious-
ness of the audience from international perspectives, even while the local
media_are still grappling with how to present such information without
upsetting the local authorities and security apparatus.

In spite of all this, however, there Still appears to be a_ consensus
amongst scholars and stakeholders that most cases of human rights viola-
tion in Nigeria, including those against the IDPs, have not been given
adequate dttention by thie media."Nwodu and Ezeoke _(20132 In their
study affirmed that the “Nigerian press did_not give sufficient attention to
the Coverage of women’s and children’s rights™. Out of 322 editions of
newspapers they studied, 119 27%% editions covered issues relating to
women and children, while 203 (63%) did not cover the issues. Even
within the 119 editions of the newspapers that covered the issues, the
frequency of mention of the issues was found to be as low as 1-2 men-
tions, dominating with 87.4%; 34 mentions were 12.6% while none was
found within 5 mentions and above. o o

Also af a discussion panel, leaders of civil society organizations and
media editors agreed on the need to increase and improve the reportage
of girls and women’s rights as components of the human rights issue n
Nigeria (IPC Roundtable 2014). Participants on the panel concluded that
women and girls lack adequate reportage due to several reasons, which
include consfraints within media management, lack of understanding o
media, operations by women, and steredtypes within the newsrooms, anc
in society. This already lopsided nature of the coverage of human rights
issues by the media has largely influenced the incorrect, inaccurate and
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biased reporting of the challenges and ordeals of the IDPs who are pre-
dominantly members of the vulnerable %roups. o _

. Most ofthe reports of rape, torture, human rights violations and diver-
sion of relief materials by security forces were brought to public knowl-
edlge by international agencies and watchdogs like Amnesty International,
HRW and other UN agencies. The medid in N|?er|a often relay these
reports, and hence there has been no independent information obtained
|ocally as most of the details have come from international bodies, It isalso
important to note that pnvateIK owned media outlets and social media
E)Iatforms perform better than the state media in reportln% and analysing

he cases 0f human rights violations and humanitarian problems plaguing
the IDPs in Nigeria (Nwankwo 2011). _ :

An overview of the content of reports and information conveyed by
state-owned media in Nigeria reveals that much attention is given {0 gov-
ernment statements and official condemnations, rather than detdiled
accounts of the ordeals of the IDPs in the various camps (Erunke 2017).
One can thus say that even though official press censorship is fadm?, there
are other copstraints that sfill impede state-owned media outlets from
er]g aging in in-depth reporting of issues that pertain to the human rights
of Nigerians.

Constraints Against Effective Media Reporting
of IDP Camps in Nigeria

A number of factors could account for the inability of the media to effec-
tively cover and report the ramPant human rights abuses in the IDP camps
in Nigeria. Most important of these is the ind _|I|t{ of tJournallsts to r_eco?-
nize some ofthe abuses and violations ofthe rights of IDP camp residents
when they occur because of lack of appropriate education bg journalists.
Reporters sometimes confuse rights issues while reportl_n? gcause, they
do not have in-depth understanding ofhuman rights, their Tocal and inter-
national provisions, what they are, their origin, governments’ responsibili-
ties to protect them, and how they can be promoted and enforced. By not
comprehending the various categories of human rlghts,_’ournallsts often
miss sfories pertaining to them Because they lack the skifls to report and
investigate them. ThiS is a reflection of the low quality of journalism prac-
tice in"Nigeria, and it diminishes the public’s right to information con-
cerning the plight ofthe IDPs,
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Insufficient understanqu of what constitutes human rights by jour-
nalists has also accounted for the fact that, aIthou?h the media oftenréport
the exploits and viglence of the Boko Haram sect and the displacement of
people brilliandy, they often fail to focus on the humanitarian angle of the
armed conflict.” Rather, they present human rights issues, which could
have generic consequences heyond the immediate. environment where
they occur, as mere crime stories. The media often fail to acknowle,d?e the
existence of international human rights standards for sexual violence,
forced marriages, abductions, food Crisis, child abuses and many other
Issues that are predominant in the IDP camps across Nigeria, while report-
ing the issues. This tends to weaken the media’s watchdo? role and rein-
force the inability of |ourna||st_s_ to hold government and Security
institutions, most esgeua ly the military, to account on these rights abuses
when they are culpable. .

The quest to atfract revenue from government and relevant official
a%enmes alsp sometimes influences media coverage and effective reporting
0T human rights abuses of the IDPs. Government media rely on subven-
tigns from government, while a section of gnvate media alSo survive on
advert revenue from government agencies, Such reliance on government
p_atronage sometimes-influences thém to ignore or under-report human
rights abuses in IDP camps in order not to embarrass the government. In
such a situation, attracting public attention to human rights abuses
becomes less ofa_prlorltY,_smc,e_ rotecting the image of the government
and the commercial sustainability of the media takes precedence. Some
journalists and broadcasters go as far as tnwahzmq storigs of human rights
abuses and p,resentm? them in such a manner that media audiences might
react to the issues as though they were normal social phenomena. .

Closely related are the political influences on the media publication of
human rights abuses that occur in_the IDP camps, Governments would
Prefer_to eep information about n?,hts abuses in the camps under cover

0-avoid attacks from _opi)osmon parties and the international community.
In the process, they influence, the media to shun news of abuses in the
camps and desist from presenting it to the public. o

Lack of comprehensive demographic data on the IDPs in Nigeria is
another challenge to effective media re{gortmg of the plight of diSplaced
persans living in'IDP camps in Nigeria. There isno reliablé database ofthe
number of IDPs, where they are located and the nature ofwelfare arrange-
ments for them, either from official or non-official sources. This does not
encourage the media to equip themselves to initiate investigative reporting
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or to monitor the situation of the IDP camps. Because of this, journalists
often rely on distorted descriptions of situations in the various camps pro-
vided by unreliable sources, which does not avail them the oppartunity of
knowing exactly where interventions are needed. Although various orga-
nizations have presented different figures and statistics of displaced per-
sons, there is no consensus in terms of the actual number of these

people. . y

1phere are reports of the existence of unofficial IDP camps around the
country being managed by religious organizations and other unregistered
groups, Many ofthese are'inaccessible to journalists, which makes it nearly
impossible to obtain accurate figure of displaced persons in different camps
in Nigeria. Security measures imposed by security agencies make accessi-
bility almost impossible in government IDP camps to0, which makes gath-
ering of accurate data of Occupants of the camps and access to them a
herculean task. If the media lack accurate data and are unaware of the
existence of some unofficial camps, reporting cases of rights violation and
diversion of relief materials becomes virtually impossible. o

Apart from not being properly trained to understand the dimensions
of human rights abuses, journalists are under-resourced and lack basic
tools such as computers, cameras, transmission equipment and finances
to undertake intensive and extensive investigation and coverage of IDP
cam?_s In Nigeria. Most of the media outletS are concentrated’ in urban
locations and commercial caF_nals, which are hundreds of kilometres
away from the IDP camp locations, mostly concentrated in the northern
part of Nigeria, Many of the media outlets employ freelance {ournallsts
and stringgrs who aré paid per report submitted or story written. Many
of these “freelancers are more reoccuE)led with reporting. stories of
momentary Incidents that could make the news headlings “instantly in
order to get better pay, and are therefore less concerned with humanitar-
ian or_human rights Stories which can only be presented in features for-
mat. Therefore,” instead of reporting the deferiorating conditions of
health services, poor sanitation, inadequate educational Services and
Poo_r treatment ofwomen and girls, the stringers would prefer to reﬁ_ort
he invasion ofthe camps by terforists and the attendant casualties, which
occur occasionally in the camps.

Constant harassment of journalists who attempt to cover the IDP
camps by security men and soldiers is another factor that prevents effective
coveraﬁe,of the ‘camps. Journalists are occasionally beaten, locked up or

have their equipment seized by soldiers who are assigned to guard the
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camps. Since there are no effective protection mechanisms for journalists
who decide to investigate abuses in the camps, coupled with the absence
of social protection from their employers, journalists often do not find
such stories attractive and would rather direct their attention and profes-
sional skills to other issues that are less challenging and dangerous.

Conclusion

Inadequate media presentation and publicity of human rights violations in
IDP camps in Nigeria constitutes a huge challenge to human development
and human rightS protection in the country. In sPne ofthe challenges they
face, the IDPS still constitute a substantial part ofthe Nigerian population,
as well as the global population, who are entitled to enjoy the same rights
and protection as people who are living their normal lives and are ade-
quately protected by government and the international cqmmumtz. While
It is thie responsibility of the mass media_to reflect the plight of the IDPs
in media content, to_ enlighten and mobilize the public, and stand at the
vanguard of advocating for better living for the occupants of IDP camps
in.Nigeria, they face a number of constraints in doing this, However, this
failure ofthe media is tantamount to failure to perform their social respon-
sibility to a section of the society which would make them accountable for
the consequences. . @\ _ _

In-order to rectify the situation, journalists.and media workers should
strive to expose. themselves to issues concerning universal human rights
and all the legal instruments that pertain to it through formal and informal
tramm% and education. Media o_rlgamzanons should embark on concerted
effortsTo train their staffand build their capacities to be able to undertake
assignments that would enable them, to expose humanitarian abuses in
IDP"camps and other complex conflict theatres. Management of media
organizations should_provide adequate funding, remungration and rele-
vant technology to aid f]]ournallsts to focus on and specialize in covering
humanitarian issues in the discharge of their duties.

Finally, there is a need for the |?er|an government and those of other
_developm% countries to domesticate the various international laws and legal
instruments that protect displaced people from human nghts abuses, which
could compound their already insecure lives (UNCHR2016). Appropriate
government institutions should work towards implementing policies that
will reflect a comprehensive roadmap for the prompt resettlement of occu-
pants ofthe various IDP camps in Nigeria. Moreover, such agencies should
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take steps towards coIIectmgI accurate data of the IDPs as this would not
only aid the design of a result-oriented policy, it would also aid journalists
in gather_m?, reporting and bringing to international knowledge the ago-
nies of displaced persons in Nigeria and elsewhere in West Africa.
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