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Globally, libraries exist to M iBfbnnatioa #budions and form a very important 
component in asswing bqpd& (ducationn in m y  ' sysiem. However, libraries, 
especially those found G i t b  >&e primary primsry a0d-h of education in Nigaia, 
seem to lack adequate resources and are therefore liinited in their qxcted i n f o d o n  
functions. At the tertiray 1- ~ b p i e s  811.r: SQ 

dequacy form major a&& for ztaxdihtion 
-- 

-ion GMJc%'m55 - ,&32e$s:> *:- +-*- -. -ws - -- 

' p m p e s  have been denied 
s t a n d a r d s f o r ~ ~ e s i n  

N i g h .  Batt of the NU€! n u d m  of current and rekevant 
books as well its journals that support the gend'and spec& curriculum needs of the 
faculties that make up such uniwxdies (Alani & Ilusmya, 2007). 

a. The rest are: academic 

~ 3 : - , ..5a 

Theqw of education in Nigeria at dl levels fles $uffer~;1 over t&eS & aresult of iIl 

. 3 . -, 3 1 ;:--- - 
&$very o f ~ d & t ~ v ~ ~ t i o n  at all 

raised. What a r e ~ i l b d  +at types of 
libraries exist in Nigeria? W b t  play in enhancy 'ip&~atii.'e education 
at the various levels ~f d*9$TNi@? Yopv do library pergo* cuntribute to 
qualitative education delivery in ~ i p i a - ?  What nm trends in li- w 6 ~  can be 
indentified and how do these new trends c0nfribut.e to qualitative education delivery in 
Nigeria? 
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Libraries are importkt. Tfiey-form a major stake in any seiious educational im&%vour. 
They stand for intdleczlraamm, democratic engagement, coyt.mity cohesimsockl 
justice and equal* of ~i&i$i$y(The Cbrbxed Institute of Library and Wormation 
Professbnals [CILJP], 28-90) W e  stndies have shown a correlation between use of 
libraries and e d u a t i d  (Barnisaye, 1983). A well stocked library d l  hive 
a positive impact on quality educationdelivery at all levels. 

Meaning of libmi+* type of libraries, their uniqueness and applicah to quality 
education 

The word library derives h m  the Latin word libu, hog. h the GRek wd 
Roman languages, the correspondiig term is bibliotheca (Reitz, 2004) In the W n t  
dispmation however, i n f o d m  bas gone beyond the Book format, We now have 
information packagey such as videos, CD's, internet documents ew sets of 'pages', sound 
recordmgs, electronic jourgds (Taylor9 2000). 

The library can kf&"l;e.&%ed as a coliection of b k r s  and M: other matcrials 
orgdzed and' niaiit- fbr' use( reading, consubZion; study, vsemh am3 other 
purposes). These services provided by the library Includes, building a coliedon, 
information analysis (which includes cataloguing, classification among other $lings), 
dissemination and presentation of informati6ii~@%ythkcfi, 2003).Li"braries w grdupd 
into types, mainly on the basis of similarity of functions. The various types include 
national, academic, school, public and special libraries. (Edoka, 2000). 

A national library is a library designated and h d d  by a: national govmert t  to serve the 
nation by main-g a comprehensive collection of the published md unpublished 
literary output of the nation as a whole, including publications of the govamfmat itself, 
some also serve as the legal depository for works protected by copyright in their country 
(Reitz, 2004). 

8 
The academic library to a library that is an integral part of a college, university or 
other insthtion orpsst W~ICIZUY education. It is administered to meet the idormation 
and research needs of i&sWimts, f d t y  and staff(Reitz, 2004). 

In a public or private eie!mtary or swmdary schools, such libraries serve the idomation 
nee& of their pupils anb students and the curricuhun d s  of teachers and staff. These 
types of libraries are usually managed by a schml librarian, or media specistEist. A &oo4 
library collection usually contains books, periodicals, and educational media suitable for 
the grade levels served. 
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idd &ii& d &oitid&i fdr 
is supported, wholly or partly by @II€&~ 

flect diversity because of their 

,.-; '?*-cpb 
T the other. dr m&mee at the 

i M l y  a m p b e n t  pupil and 
imrn?~ an,* c 'tive* affwv:e, .* ~ppyjfar Qnfqps..of the-p pc-dnd . P q -  

k%eIs=l?I'hee for d othr ss 
users. 

Accotding to Barnisaye (1983), the indices of qualitative education at the primary and 
grouped into two: those not easily CJ- suchas 
discipline, m o d  and spiritual tra@q that 

appropriate ka~hing. metho8s and & 
hilities (such as libraries, c l m m s ) ,  

t ii - . G . - - i *  4.. L 
r - 

In line with the indices listed above, l i bmi~prc  supposed to inapart- tkf&m by 
assisting teachers and students in their research, teaching and learn efforts. Secondly, 
libraries are supposed to provide leaning and teaching aids in form of audio-visual 
materials to reinforce the classroom learning for the teachers and the students. Thirdly, 
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detedomtian is inevitable. 
and function of libraries are 

Lib- userstdiita 
the all-round conduci 
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The reading culture and quality education 
'clmdt' far 
cqmd their 

tao.much~ en&rtahapm $ahwish& 
&tenet chats, plwae te~trsteairrgtoipodsammgoshers. ~ s ~ ~ h ~ I : v ~  
are not harmful. If they are pmpedy banressed for educational purposes, the'mult is 
eflEiciency and added value in the Man pees Educatioktl digital resources include 
web;~co&~,vidao~.diaaersionboaads,wikis,w&2.Qsuchas 
~ c a " s t i n &  v i b e  cl~ud.~ompeaing,u- m i v a b 9  20 LL). _ 
L i U c a n d o a l e t t o ~ * ~ a t a U f h v e b h a v i ~ . T h i s & ~  
libmbm are ihe 

facilitate reading among the users at all levels of learning &d this will in turn promote the 
gquality of education. It is a fact that encouraging reading and litaacy is one of the primary 
;goals of libraries- A reader by defmition is a person who reads silently to himself (or 
herself) or aloud to othersz fiom a book or other written or printed source, or from an 
electronic medium displaying text, This therefore implies that reading can and should be 

0 p-?:p*2-.=-4 encouraged among users fiom the primary to tertiary levelsS"z*" ?'"- """ z. r 
6 :q - - -: - - $c &::& L::& 

-7 f ' ii 
Dwelling on the primary educational level, de3~%~wen@~sy&?$f~ M M b e  
earlier children are introduced to,books the better. These researchers have found that the 
period between ages two and six is an important period for learning (Carter, 1986; 
Nicholas & Winglee, 1990; Tawete, 1999; and Tepper, 2002) They are of the view that 
children at this time develop cognitive skills. They stated fiuther that if attitude towards 
book is not introduced at this early age, other interest will be developed and this will put 
the chikl in a dkadvantsged position in relation to reading. 

, . 
. . *  - -it, 

Many researchers including Cbambns(l991); Clark (1 976); Clay (1 966);  all (1 g8% &d 
Heath (1 982) have identified that the followhg fsQrs foster early reading: 
O Hearing stories read aloud by a parent or mather caring adult. 
Q Having opportunities to do emergent story reading ("reading" on one's o * Having ready access to reading materials at home, at school, or through _. 

, a eublic a-ut-  

3 
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n3 -.-i. w&&+ a 
- "  

9: I?<& l i w - s M ,  --s 

.*#tx* if 7 *;; 
Having ~-'&tjft%%f reading d t d s  so &t stories are enjoyad and tb; kk -, 
experience is pleasurable 

Q ' Having both the space and time for- and indivihdredhg- 
s Being part of a 'readerly' family in which parents, siblings and extended f-act- $a?- . - as role models. -; - -a3 

.:* Having opportunities to t& about reading both while b e i i  read to and in other 
contexts such as at the family dinner table 
Having a sense that reading is a valuableact' ' y a ' .:. 

<' Having access to an enabling adult. 

According to Ross, M c k e c m  aad' R e a m  
the reading cuhmk m tg children by 

e3 providing rich collectim in large numbers 
e3 running story-time programs for babies, toddlers, an 

the library and through outreach to other community locations. These programs 
should include complementary activities such as crafts, songs, and finger plays 
that extend and reinforce the stories. In Nigeria, the Abadina Media Resource 
Centre (AMRC) is a classic example of a place where most of these acti~ities have 
been actualized (Elaturoti, 20 10). 

.f. facilitating access to reading materials dmugh bode lists and pathfinde 
displays, and readers advisory service - -- qtmz Providing areas for reading, especian reas for young children and adults 

-2 I * :  together. 
?&3tCf? . giving out materials on loan, either on individual titles or specially ptqwed ki@ 

and They should work with other organizations such as nursery schools, day- 
centres, 'family literacy programmes or community progr 
children in their homes or in community locations and 

toread to pre-schoolers. 

such as Landow (19921, Lanham (199*, 

cultural products are produced, disseininated and received. These theorists saw an exciting 
- 

. .. - 
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new potential for culhnal expession and for education as the electronic environments 
opens 9 nnu spaces for rading and writing. One hopes that the electricity supply in 
Mgeriawifl lnakeMqxmiihIe. 

Libraries cwld make good use ef drc na possibilities for interaction crested by tlr 
electronic text. Llbrariis ihdbrc -tlggb- ~ t e z B e  .b+ st of .'books' for studen& 

le. This will help users 

Quality libmry pcmm tiun 

No aspect of library management is as crucial and central to the development of libraries as 
die p+tion and employment of appropriate personnel to promote qualitative teaching 
and learning. The systematic development of education resources and their fiuitfbl 
utilization to achieve the objectives of quality education, calls for the availability of 
different categories of library staff, adequate in both quantity and quality. Aguolu and 
Agudu ~~) o h e d  that every child has an inalienable right to good education, whose 
quality must be influenced by these variables: 

Q the quality of academic programme 
e3 the quality of the teachers 
*:* the availability of appropriate learning resources and their effective utilization. 
*3 the availability of adequate physical facilities 

The schoal libmy is a learning labomtory where students interact directly with resources 
and develop research skills for lifelong learning. The library environment facilitates 
teamwark and coaperation. Its role in voluntary reading and personal development 
through literature is wellllknown(Unagba, 2008). 

. : - 

is howev& sad to note that ed-nal a & m ~ m t o  
. . 

IS and teachers in ~igkria have not 
&ways  be^ &e to wxw to terms with libraries as having an important role to play in the 

d learning process. They do not perceive it as an instrument of education 
1979, but as an adjunct tucked on to the school, a luxury that can be dispensed 

wifh w b  a$&ywout ~f h d s  for general school development. 

I W y ,  s~$ool'ibraries are gstdished as an idegral part of primary and secondary 
st&mls, JNizh&.q 9bjec.tive ctf~~glvidhgbstmctional materials to enrich the curriculum, to 

~ ~ r n  instructions, and to give students unlimited 
m). The school library lays the solid foundation for 
the subsequent challenges of higher education and 
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Unfortunately, school Iibraries from the profisiod stand-point do not exist in Nigeria 
st totally devoid of library 

c d l d  1f;2Wai.atls4A@du & Aguoh~, 2002). 

that students who e 

Aguolu and Aguolu, (2002) also noted W arthe primary and secmhsy scW teveb, 
there is no attempt to make the students realize* importance of librarie$#evt?fi.zhe need 
to develop good reading habits. The absence orbis educational experience has made it 
difficult far sMents, on entering the tertiary ~ ~ i ,  to exploit the resources of theit 
institutions' l i W e s .  The prevailing teaching are dogmtic, authoritarian and 
outmoded, despite the astmlmnical in&e in the $tWm of students. Rather, teachers 
foster rote memorization of class notes, in prefe'We to understqkling and critical 

t2' 
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analysis. The teaching methods, exambations systems and the absence of l i bdes  ia most 
sehools as well as the ep~ploymeat of illqualified library assistants as school librarians, do 
not foster the necessary intellectual environment for, sound reflection and creativity, nor do 
they stimulate wide reading or reading for pleasure (Aguolu & Agwlu, 2002). Children 
and their teachers need library resources and the expertise of librarians to succeed 
(vnagha, 20W- 

The most serious deterrent to the development of an efkctive school library service in 
Nigeria is lack of recognition by both gev- and institutional authorities of the 
inqm%aee of school libmi= This has beea responsible for grossly inadequate financial 
support of Bmries and for non-recsuitment ofqdiiied library staff to fully integrate 
school library progmame into the sr;boeloelddm (Agwlu &Aguok, 2002). 

r - , <  
I ,  - . a  = , I .  , .,_ 

&I & k a f v * m s m *  d . l c v d s .  
ding to (Aguolu L Aguolu (2002); abut two W ,da 1 

m nature. This means that a large part of 

- - 
- 

its ~ ~ t ~ l n i e n t ,  staff, library ca l ldon  and academic pmgmmw: 

1. l iWm (employed as a school libmian with or without .my k a ~ i D g  

2. tawher *ut in charge of the schoal library wit& o t ~ # b u t  ky 
. 

3. 
s-<. 

4. .t=.% 

5. - - 
-r :*-:e 3- 

6. libmxygmf&@' 
. . .  . A 

. - 

'IIX prr,fessio;~ad &,-or a libn;ipgq ddqw@ ip 
tetwb~p8 &as li Texas State L i  d ArcUve~ CommkGon 
B8LAG] ((ZOOq, tk &IH)- c o ~ l p o m ,  of 4 t y  m, is a 
 ledgea able and&c&Uib.1.l;aFys&dTco@Wto providing the highest passible 
level of service to their users. It foUmw therefore that planning and providing quality 
library services demands not only traditional bibliographic skills, but also the abilitfto: 
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and emqhg  technologies for info 

desktops; newsgroups and mailing lists provide a wonderfid op@mkmity to discuss nzutual 

snfonnation. Rao and Babu (2001) addressed the roles of librarians in the new 
";environment of exponentially growing Internet and World Wide Web. On one hand, it has 
heen postulated that librarians will play a more dynamic role in this new environment as 
!guides to information seekers in an explosive universe of information. The rise of digitized 
information will lead to the emergence of a new breed of librarians referred to as 'Cyber 
l i w d ,  specialists in locating information on theeinternet @&om, 1997). #%Iff 

T.2 3s "&l 'f- + R p 4 w  9zz- Z f ~ ~  -p-v$-* 
&-; .- - -L- .  w - 

mbt -Pa iPaA-&ae- L-. ----- -b - 
~onclus~on and ~ecomnieri~tions ,a&- .rrtr--r  

Librarianship b a d  will continue to be a p n , W o n  &voted to bringing users and 
'nformation together as effectively and efficiently& possible. As librarians practice what 

k e y  h o w  best to do, such sr 'serving as intermdbies to a i s t  users in finding weded 
information and providing important 'valuev-added serviks though the production of 

',!instructional materids and guides to infonnation resources they positively encourage 

- - 

every pupil, student and university learner needs education. To achieve this, 
%ducation stakeholders and the society at large must come to terms with the roles of library 
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